
Let’s look at a walkthrough

READING | Gapped text | A project
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On the road

1 In pairs or as a group, make a list of as many 
different means of transport as you can.

2 Take turns to describe a means of transport 
without saying what it’s called. The class
have to guess what you’re describing.

Example: It’s like a bus but more comfortable. It’s 
often used for long journeys. (coach)

3 Read the text quickly, ignoring the gaps. In 
pairs or as a group, answer the questions. 

1 What is the Hyperloop?

2 Have they started/finished building it yet?

3 Why will it be better than taking a train?

4 Read the sentences before and after gaps 1
and 2 in the text. Decide which sentences
(a–c) could fill the gaps. Think about the 
tense and the information before and after
the gap.

gap 1

a) They travelled much faster than we did.

b) That’s much faster than we can currently travel.

c) We’ll be able to travel that fast very soon.

gap 2

a) His team opened the first Hyperloop last year.

b) His team has already finished the first Hyperloop.

c) His team is working on the first Hyperloop.

5 Look at extracts 1–3 from the text and
match each one to descriptions a–c.

1 Although humans have flown in supersonic 
planes that go faster than the speed of sound,
today most planes can’t travel that fast … 

2 There’s still lots of work to do, but they have 
already started to build it. 

3 Travelling by Hyperloop, it will only take about
30 minutes to go, for example, from Los Angeles
to San Francisco in the USA.

a) This is talking about the past and the future.

b) This is only talking about the the future.

c) This is talking about the past and now.

SKILL

Understanding tenses
❍ When you read a text, it’s important to look at the 

verb tenses because they give information about 
time and the sequence of events. Look out for
contractions with auxiliary verbs.

❍ With gapped text tasks, the verb tense in the
removed sentence doesn’t need to be in the same 
tense as the sentences before and after, but it does
need to make logical sense. It might help you to draw 
a small timeline to order events.

EXAM

Reading: Stimulating, out-of-the-ordinary topics have 

been chosen to get students reading, thinking and 

speaking about the world around them.

New gap fill 

activity type to 

match new exam.

All Reading 

lessons feature 

an Exam Skill box 

with targeted 

advice on how to 

approach different 

exam tasks as 

well as a focus on 

transversal sub 

skills to develop 

general use of 

English. 
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▶ Workbook Unit 3: Reading, pages 20–21, exercises 1, 2, 3, 4 27

7 Write a highlighted word or phrase from 
the text to match each definition.

1 not expensive  
2 a thousand million

3 a shorter way of saying ‘science fiction’
        

4 people who travel on transport  
5 not bad for the environment  
6 at the moment  
7 faster than the speed of sound  
8 completely change  

Gapped text
● Read the ttext quickly to get a general idea of what 

it’s about.. Ignore the gaps.

● Then careefully re-read the sentences in the text

before and after each gap. Pay particular attention 

to the voccabulary, tenses and pronouns used.

● Look at thhe removed sentences and, for each one, 

ask if it loggically fits in each gap.

● Decide whhether the verb tenses and the pronouns

in the senntences make sense in the context.

OPTIMISE YOUR EXAM

What do you think of the Hyperloop?

Which cities in your country would you connect with

the Hyperloop?

THINK |  RESEARCH   |   CULTURE   |   LEARN   |   ME 

6  1.14 Read the text again. Five sentences 
have been removed from the text. For each 
question, choose the correct answer. There 
are three extra sentences which you do not
need to use.

A Today, the fastest trains in the world only travel 
at about half that speed.

B I really hope it’s a success!
C In real life, however, flying so quickly is

impossible.
D He tried to persuade other people that it was safe.
E This is the fastest way to travel here on Earth at

the moment.
F However, the Hyperloop won’t take us to the other 

side of the world.
G Flying will still be more comfortable, however. 
H Scientists have been working on the Hyperloop 

idea for several years.

3READING

THE HYPERLOOP
by Ben Hudsson, aged 13
Have you ever dreamt of travelling really fast, like peoplee doo in
science-fiction filmss? In sci-fi, spaceships fly across the uuniviverse at the
speed of light. (1)  Although humans have flown in supersonic
planes that go fasteer than the speed of sound, today mostst pllanea s can’t
travel that fast, andd trains and cars are even slower.

As part of our classs project on travel and transport, I’ve founnd od out 
about a really exciting new means of transport called the Hyyperperloolooop. p. 
It’s solar powered, yenvironmentally friendly, safe, affordable –– andand  
fast! The inventor oof the Hyperloop is Elon Musk. He thinks it wilwilll
revolutionise travel for all of us. (2) There’s still lots of workork 
to do, but they havee already started to build it. The first Hyperloop 
may cost around €55 billion. That sounds like a lot, but Musk has been n 
involved in other suuccessful projects and he’s already experienced inin
raising millions of ddollars.

SoSo how wwill ll thethe HyHyperperlooloop wp worko ? Imaginei  a long tg ttuubeubeubeubebee cccocc nnennenenenenectictictictictingng ngngn twotwtwotwotwowwooo   
cicitiesies. T Thehe hee passengers wiwillll sitt in aa speecicially desigsigsigigiggnenednednedne capsupsuuuuule,lle,le,le,le, anaanananaa ddd
thethere re wwiwilwill bbe te threree ce capsapsapspsapsules per train. Magnets tsts s s wilwwwwwilwilwill pl pl pl pl pp pl pushushuuususuu ththththththtthhe te te te te teee te rairairain n nn
dowdowwwnn tn the he tubtube ae aaaat at att spspspspeedeeded ofo up to 1,200 kilommmeeetres s perrrrrrrr hohohohohoh ur.ur.ur. ThThThhat’at’at’ta s s sss
alalmalmlmostst ththe se sssspeepeepeepeed od od od of sound!! ((33) 

TraTraraTravevvelvv ling by Hyperloop, it will only take about 3030 mim nutes to go, for
exae mplmp e, from Los Angeles to San Francisco inn tht e UUSA. That’s half the
timme ie t currently tatakeskes byby plplaneane. ((44))  ItIt’ss ononly dy desisie gnegned fd foror joujournerneysys 
of 1,6600 00 kilometres maximum. For longerg joj urneyeys, takikingg a pplane will 
still take less time.

I’m looking forward to hearing more about the Hyperloop. (5) 
Who knows? Maybe we’ll all travel by Hyperloop when we’re older!

Turning sci-fi travel into reality!
PPPP

San Francisco

C A L I F O R N I A

Los Angeles

3RRRRREEEADING

Every Reading lesson has 

an exam task. These tasks 

are level-appropriate and 

reflect the tasks students 

are likely to encounter in 

most official exams.

New shorter 
gapped Reading 

text to match new 

exam question 

format.

All lessons include 

references to the 

Workbook and 

other relevant 

reference material.
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GRAMMAR 1 | Present perfect simple and continuous333

▶ Workbook Unit 3: Grammar 1, page 22, exercises 1, 2, 328

Grammar in context
Read the sentences below. Write a 
word or short phrase in each gap 
to complete the sentences and then 
find them in the project on page 27
to check your answers.

1  you ever dreamt 
of travelling really fast?

2 As part of our class project on travel
and transport,
found out about a really exciting new 
means of transport.

3 Scientists have  on 
the Hyperloop idea for several years.

4 Musk been 
involved in other successful projects.

● We use the present perfect simple for a situation that connects 

the past and the present – when the specific time it started in

the past isn’t mentioned. Compare: I booked the tickets yesterday.
(specific time in the past – past simple), I’ve already booked the ticketsd .

(already = before now – present perfect).y
● Sometimes the situation began in the past and is still true (She’s been

a tour guide for three years.) and sometimes it’s already finished (She
hasn’t been to Spain before.).

● We use the present perfect continuous to emphasise the continuing 

nature of situations (Have you been thinking about your next holiday?).

● We often use the words for, since, already, yet, ever, never and still withl
the present perfect simple, and for andr since with the present perfect 

continuous.

▶ See Grammar reference, Unit 3, pages 150–151

REMEMBER

1 Choose the correct word or phrase.

1 They’ve booked / been booking a lovely resort 
by the sea.

2 I haven’t heard / been hearing of the Hyperloop. 

3 Have you stayed / been staying at that 
campsite before?

4 I’ve written / been writing this article about 
unusual holidays for hours and I still haven’t 
finished / been finishing!

2 Write a word from the box in each gap. 

already   |   ever   |   for   |   since   |   still   |   yet

1 I’ve had my bike  three years.

2 Ellie has loved skateboarding she
was little.

3 I don’t need a new bike helmet – I’ve
got one.

4 We haven’t decided where we’re
going on holiday.

5 Has your Dad got his new car ?

6 Have you  been to the USA before?

3 Complete the second sentence so it has a
similar meaning to the first, using the word
given in the correct form. Use the present
perfect simple or continuous.

1 Dan got his motorbike four years ago. (have)

Dan 

2 Is this your first visit to Madrid? (be)

Have

3 This will be my first time staying in a hostel.
(not / stay)

I

4 We started waiting for you at 1 o’clock! (wait)

We 

4 Put the verbs into the correct tense, past
simple, present perfect simple or present
perfect continuous.

((((((((11111))))) (((((((((((yyyyyoououououyyoouyoyouyoyy ////// // /////// / // eveeveeee eeeeeeveeveeeveeveeveveeeeverrrrrrrrrrrrr /////// // // // / / / bebebebebebebebeebebbebebe)))) t) t) t)) t)) to Lo Londondndon?on?on? IfIfII  
yyouyouyy hhahhhhave,ve, (((22(((( )))  (((((youyouyoyoyoyouyyoyouu((((((( //// probabb ly / y tra lvell))) 
on thehh LLo dndon UU dnderground, theh  third longest metro 
system in the world. Even if (i h ld E if (33))
(you / not / be) to London, (4)   
(you((  / probably / y hear) of it. Read on for some fun facts!r

• Did you know that the Underground, also known as 
the Tube, is the oldest metro in the world! It 
includes the tunnels of the Metropolitan Railway,
which (5)  (open) back in 1863. 
In other words, passengers (6)
(travel) under London on the Tube for more than 
150 years.

• The Tube (7)  (change) a lot over 
the years. Lots of stations (8)  
(open) since 1863, and lots (9)        
(close), including the Tower of London (closed in 1884).

• In the past 24 hours, more than 3 million people 
(10)  (get on) and off an 
Underground train. 

• A final fun fact. No-one (11)  
(actually / count) them, but scientists 
(12)         (calculate) that about half 
a million mice live in the tunnels of the Underground!a million mice live in the tunnels of the Underground!

DID
YOU
KNOW ...?

Grammar: Optimise presents grammar in context. 

This enables students to assimilate, understand 

and use language sooner and better.

Exercises are 

staged so as to 

be progressively 

more challenging 

as students work 

through the 

lesson.

Remember boxes 

on the grammar 

pages present 

additional 

information 

in a clear way 

for students 

to remember, 

and end with a 

signpost to the 
Grammar reference 

at the back of the 

Student’s Book, 

where further 

explanations and 

examples are 

provided.
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● Countable nouns can be counted and have a 

singular and plural form: one suitcase, 

two suitcases.

● Uncountable nouns only have a singular form. 

They are often abstract ideas (truth, information,

etc.), materials (iron, glass, water, wood, etc.) anddd

collections (furniture, luggage, baggage, money, etc.).yy

● To talk about one object in a collection, we can use

piece of,ff sheet of, ff item of, etc., e.g.ff a sheet of paper,

two pieces of furniture.

● Some nouns are both countable and uncountable.

Often, this is because the word refers to a 

substance/material or a thing that’s made of that

substance: That’s made of glass. (uncountable) and

There are three glasses on the table. (countable).

● With countable nouns, we can use: (a) few, fewer, 

many, a number of.ff

● With uncountable nouns, we can use: (a) little, less,

much, an amount of.

● We can use a lot of and f lots of with both countablef

and uncountable nouns.

▶ See Grammar reference, Unit 3, page 151

REMEMBER

GRAMMAR 2 | Countable and uncountable nouns 3

31▶ Workbook Unit 3: Grammar 2, page 23, exercises 1, 2, 3

Grammar in context
Read these sentences from the audio in the
listening lesson on page 30 and then decide if each 
noun in bold is countable (C) or uncountable (U).

1 It’s a shame we didn’t have the chance to make many
new friends.

2 … so it was good to find out some
information.

3 … I love visiting places and seeing how they really 
work.

4 I had lots of luggage.

5 And when I needed clothes, I couldn’t find s
anything.

6 I’m glad I took plenty of money.

2 Write a word from the box in each gap.
Use six words. There are three extra words 
which you do not need to use.

amount   |   few   |   fewer   |   less   |   little
lots   |   many   |   much   |   number

1 How times did you change currency 
on your trip round Eastern Europe? 

2 The guide didn’t give us  information 
about how they built the castle.

3 You need a huge of time to travel 
round the world!

4 We bought of souvenirs and
presents at the airport.

5 I’ve brought  luggage for the trip
than I thought. 

6   people have ever stayed in an 
underwater hotel.

3 If a word in bold is correct, put a tick. Add
an -s onto each word which needs it.

1 Write was or were in each gap to complete
the sentences. Use the words in bold to 
help you.

1 There a lot of luggage in the car.

2 There a lot of guidebooks in the 
library. 

3 Some of the ideas about the Hyperloop
exciting!

4 Some of the information about the London
Underground very interesting.

5 Jan’s advice  to read the online 
hotel reviews. 

6 The news about the delay annoying.

Every hotel provides (1) accommodation  for its guests. 
But some hotels are much stranger than others. Here are 
some of the weirdest (2) place to stay in the world!
At the Palacio de Sal in Bolivia, the whole hotel is made of 
(3) salt – even all the (4) furniture  ! 
If you like art, then Benesse House in Japan might be the
perfect hotel for you. Guests sleep in a museum and gallery, 
surrounded by expensive (5) work  of (6) art and 
sculptures.
If you’re more interested in (7) transport , then you
would enjoy staying at Hotel Costa Verde in Costa Rica, where
a full-size Boeing 727 aeroplane is part of the hotel.
Interestingly, there are several underwater hotels in the
world. At Poseidon Undersea Resort in Fiji, the hotel is 
12 (8) metre below the surface of the (9) water .
It’s like sleeping in an aquarium. Guests also have access
to a small submarine – but of course you need lots of 
(10) money to stay there!

Strange hotels!

Grammar 

presented in 

context of previous 

listening lesson 

enables better 

comprehension of 

grammar rules.  

Grammar pages 

feature short texts 

that give students 

the opportunity 

to identify and 

practise grammar 

in varied text 

types and 

contexts.

Two context-

driven grammar 

lessons in every 

unit. 

7



VOCABULARY | Topic vocabulary | Word formation | Word patterns 3

▶ Vocabulary reference, page 163 ▶ Workbook Unit 3: Vocabulary, pages 22–23, exercises 1, 2, 3 29

Words connected with holidays
1  1.15 Choose the correct word to

complete each definition. Listen and check.

1 full / package holiday: a holiday where flights
and accommodation are included in the price

2 cruise / voyage: a holiday on board a big ship

3 camp / camping trip: a holiday where you sleep
in a tent

4 guided tour / view: when an expert shows you
round a tourist attraction

5 job / business trip: when someone travels as part 
of their job

6 school trip / journey: when students visit a place 
away from school

2 Write a word or phrase from Exercise 1 in 
each gap.

1 My mum went on a  to Ireland 
for work.

2 Have you ever been on a  ? It’s 
exciting to wake up in a different port each day.

3 If you visit the Acropolis, take a   to
learn about its incredible history.

4 My grandparents have just booked a two-week 
 to Portugal. 

5 Our class is going on a  to the 
National Museum next week.

6 We went on a  last year but it rained 
every day and all my clothes in the tent got wet.

3  1.16 Complete the table with the words
and phrases in the box. Listen and check.

backpacker   |   campsite   |   currency   |   guest 
guidebook   |   hostel   |   luggage   |   passport  
resort   |   sightseer   |   tour guide   |   tourist

places to stay people things to take
on holiday

Adjectives with un- / im- / il- / ir- / dis-

4   1.17 Write un-, im-, il-, ir- or dis- in 
each gap to make the words negative. 
Listen and check.

1 certain

2 able

3 comfortable

4 helpful

5 honest

6 legal

7 happy

8 patient

9 popular

10 possible

11 abled

12 fair

13 responsible

14 tidy

5 Write a negative adjective from Exercise 4 
in each gap.

1 It’s to drive a car on a public road if 
you don’t have a driving licence.

2 The bed in the hotel was so  that I 
didn’t sleep at all.

3 Wheelchairs and mobility scooters make life 
much easier for some  people.

4 It’s to describe how fantastic the 
cruise ship was!

5 The staff in the airport shop were really
, so I didn’t buy anything in the end. 

Word patterns

6   1.18 Choose the correct word or phrase.
Listen and check. 

1 Will you have time to look / looking round the 
Colosseum while you’re in Rome?

2 We spent a lot of t time to lie / lying on the beach.
It was so relaxing!

3 Are you interested to come / in coming on a 
camping trip in the summer?

4 I’m really looking forward to go / going on the
sightseeing tour next week!

5 I’m not keen on / in having a job that involves 
lots of business trips.

6 I don’t know why they prevented us to go / from 
going in that room in the castle.

7 Are you ready for / with your holiday next week? 
Have you packed yet?

8 Please don’t make us go / to go on another 
guided tour tomorrow!

SAY IT RIGHT

Resource centre: Unit 3
, and /g/

TOPIC VOCABULARY | Words connected with holidays
Word Example sentence

backpacker (n) Lots of backpackers travel to Thailand each year.

business trip (n) My dad’s away on a business trip at the moment. 

camping trip (n) Let’s go on a camping trip in the summer!

campsite (n) We stayed at a lovely campsite by the beach.

cruise (n) We’re going on a two-week cruise around the Greek islands.

currency (n) What currency do we need to take to the UK – British 
pounds or euros?

guest (n) This hotel has rooms for 40 guests.

guidebook (n)k It says in the guidebook that this castle is 500 years old.

guided tour (n) We went on a guided tour of the Acropolis – we learnt a 
lot about its history.

hostel (n) Backpackers often stay in hostels rather than hotels as
they’re cheaper.

luggage (n) How much luggage are you taking on this trip?

package
holiday (n)

Package holidays are great because you don’t need to
book flights and accommodation separately.

passport (n) You’ll have to show your passport when you enter the 
country.

resort (n) We stayed in a lovely holiday resort by the coast.

school trip (n) We’re going on a school trip next Thursday to see a play 
at a theatre.

sightseer (n) Here’s a list of the 10 most important things for sightseers 
to see in the city.

tour guide (n) The tour guide told us everything about the history of the 
building.

tourist (n) Nobody lives here in the winter, but lots of tourists come
in the summer.

Vocabulary: Optimise vocabulary lessons will increase students’ 

lexical knowledge in topics that commonly appear in exams.

8

Word formation 

tasks appear 

regularly to extend 

students’ word 

knowledge as 

well as serving to 

prepare them for 

common exam 

tasks. 

Word patterns 

help students 

increase their 

vocabulary 

competence

and prepare for a 

number of exam 

tasks.

Each lesson has 

three clearly-

labelled vocabulary 

areas.

Every unit contains a Say it right 

feature, which develops a specific 

aspect of pronunciation that appears in 

one of the lessons. The worksheet for 

this is available in the Resource Centre.

Lessons include details of the 

Vocabulary reference at the back 

of the Student’s Book. This provides 

reference materials to support students 

during vocabulary tasks and also acts 

as a revision tool.



LISTENING | 3-option multiple choice (dialogues)333

30 ▶ Workbook Unit 3: Listening, page 24, exercises 1, 2, 3

3  1.19 For each question, choose the
correct answer.

1 You will hear two friends talking about a holiday 
they went on. 
What did the girl think about it?
A The tour guide knew a lot.
B She met lots of other young people.
C People at the resort were very friendly.

2 You will hear two friends talking about a hotel 
they stayed at. 
The man felt that the hotel
A was too big.
B was too far from the beach.
C was very expensive.

3 You will hear two friends talking about a TV
programme they saw.
The girl says she would like to
A watch the next programme in the series.
B visit the place in the programme.
C learn more about the place in the programme.

4 You will hear two friends talking about going on a 
school trip. 
The boy is looking forward to
A having a day away from school.
B finding out more about a topic.
C travelling there with his schoolmates.

5 You will hear a girl telling her friend about a
camping trip.
What problem did she have on the trip?
A She took too many things with her.
B She couldn’t find the campsite.
C She lost all her money.

6 You will hear two friends talking about their
summer holidays. 
The boy’s family is planning to go
A to a place they have been to before.
B to a place that might be dangerous.
C somewhere close to home.

1 In pairs or as a group, answer the questions.

1 What problems can people experience when
they travel or are on holiday?

2 Have you ever been on a journey or holiday 
where something has gone wrong? What
happened? How did you feel?

2 Read the statements and choose the correct
word or phrase to complete each sentence.

SKILL

Listening for attitude and opinion

❍ The listening question may ask you how someone 

feels or what their opinion of something is.

❍ Remember that you’re listening for ideas, not

specific words. For example, someone who is

‘disappointed’ might say I thought it would be a lot 

better than it was.

EXAM

I really enjoyed our holiday together! It was really 
quiet so there was plenty of space in the pool.

1 This person liked / didn’t like the fact that 
there weren’t many other people.

Yes, I was surprised there weren’t many people 
there. It’s a shame we didn’t have the chance to 
make many new friends.

2 This person liked / didn’t like the fact that 
there weren’t many other people.

I got a lot out of the tours. It was worth visiting 
the local area and finding out about it.

3 This person enjoyed / didn’t enjoy the tours.y

3-option multiple choice (dialogues)
● You will hear the context sentence and then there 

will be a pause of eight seconds.

● During the pause, read the question and the

answer options. Think about what words you 

might hear for each answer option.

OPTIMISE YOUR EXAM

There wasn’t much the guide didn’t know, 
was there?

4 This person thinks the guide knew a lot / 
very little.

4  1.19 Listen again and check your answers.

Do you prefer to go on holiday where there are lots

of other people or somewhere quiet?

Have you ever been on a guided tour? What did you 

learn about? Did you enjoy it?

THINK   |   RESEARCH   |   CULTURE   |   LEARN   | ME

Listening: Listening lessons in each unit focus on a 

specific exam skill and always include an exam task.

9

Listening lessons always feature a specific 

exam skill and provide support and guidance 

to help students develop the skill further.

The initial task helps 

students to start thinking 

about the topic of the 

lesson in more depth.

Personalisation 

tasks at the end 

of the listening 

lessons relate to the 

unit topic, giving 

students a chance 

to develop the topic 

further.There is a reference to the 

relevant Workbook pages at the 

end of each listening lesson.

Every listening 

lesson includes an  

exam task which 

allows students 

an opportunity 

to apply the 

advice given in 

the preceding 

Optimise your 
Exam box.

New 3-option 

multiple choice 

task for new 

exam format.

The Optimise 
your Exam box 

in the listening 

lessons always 

gives students 

advice on how 

to approach this 

kind of task.

The Exam skill 
boxes in listening 

lessons focus on 

specific sub-skills 

needed to achieve 

success in listening.



SPEAKING | Discussion (pictures)333

32 ▶ Workbook Unit 3: Speaking, pages 24–25, exercises 1, 2, 3

Talk Me2
What do you 
think about ...?

SKILL

Making suggestions

❍ We often use modal verbs and conditional forms 

to make suggestions, e.g. They could choose X. /d

X might be a good idea. / X t would be useful.d  We can

add perhaps or maybe too, e.g. Perhaps they could 

choose …

❍ We can also make suggestions by asking questions,

e.g. What do you think about …? /?  How about …?/

EXAM

3 In pairs or as a group, look at these photos 
and answer the questions.

5  1.20 Listen again. Write down the phrasesisten ain. Write down t
that the students use to make suggestions.students use to make sug

6 Look at the pictures in Exercise 7. In pairs
or as a group, discuss what each object is
called and used for.

Flipped classroom

1 Watch the Talk2Me video and
answer the questions.

1 What has Safi done in her first week in Portugal?

2 Who wants to go to: the zoo, the shopping centre, 
the museum?

3 Why can’t Safi go to the museum? 

2 Watch the video again. Underline the
phrases in the Phrase expert box that yout
hear on the video.

PHRASE EXPERT

I think they should …   |   Maybe/Perhaps they

should/could …   |   … might be a good idea   |

… would be (useful)   |   How about …?  |

What do you think about …?

1 What are the people in the pictures doing?

2 What equipment do you need to do these things?

Discussion (pictures)

● If you don’t understand what your partner says,

don’t panic! Ask Do you mean …? or ask them to ?

repeat what they said. 

● If you don’t know the word for something in the

pictures, use other words to describe it, e.g. It 

protects your head when you’re cycling.

● You can also ask the examiner to repeat a question 

or instruction if you don’t understand it.

OPTIMISE YOUR EXAM

4  1.20 Read the task in Exercise 7. Then
listen to students doing the task. Make 
notes to answer the questions.

1 Which things do they say might be a good idea? 

2 Which things do they say aren’t a good idea?

7 In pairs, do the task. 

A boy is leaving his school because his family is 
moving to another town. The students in his class 
want to buy him a present. They know he likes 
skateboarding, cycling and football. Talk together
about the different presents they could give him
and then decide which one is best.

10

All speaking 

lessons suggest 

using an optional 

Flipped classroom 

approach, in which 

students watch 

the video and 

complete exercises 

at home in order 

to prepare for the 

lesson.

The Exam skill box 

in the speaking 

lesson highlights 

one of the sub-skills 

that are required 

for success in 

speaking tests.

The Optimise your 
Exam box develops 

the lesson skill in 

order to prepare 

students for the 

exam task that 

follows.

The lesson ends in 

a speaking test 
task consolidating 

the skill developed 

on this page.

Speaking: Talk2Me videos feature English speakers discussing 

topics related to the unit, a great  way to work with target 

functional language that students use in their final task.
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LANGUAGE IN USE |  Open cloze 3

33▶ Vocabulary reference, page 163 ▶ Workbook Unit 3: Language in Use, page 25, exercises 1, 2, 3

1 In pairs or as a group, answer the questions.

1 How do you prefer to travel around where you 
live? What are your favourite and least favourite 
ways of travelling?

2 Which means of transport have you never been
in/on?

3 Quickly read the text in Exercise 4 and
answer these questions.

1 What kind of transport is the Transition?

2 How far can it fly?

3 At the moment, how many people can travel in
the Transition?

2 Choose the correct word. Use the words in 
italics to help you.

1 We were all late for school because the bus broke
down / out / up.

2 Mr Jones asked the taxi driver to speed off / f
down / up because he was late for work.

3 If we set up / off /f away at 7 am, we’ll get therey
around lunchtime.

4 I love the feeling of a plane taking up / off /f
down / out.

5 My neighbours have just turned in / up / off inf
their new car.

6 When we get to the airport, we’ll check in / up / 
down and then have lunch.

7 In the morning, Mum drops me off /f away / y out
outside my school.

8 Dad usually picks me out / up / off from school f
in the afternoon.

● If you aren’t sure which particle to use in phrasal 

verbs, remember that particles aren’t random. They

contain meaning – usually a metaphorical meaning.. 

● For example, up sometimes means ‘more’ or 

‘increase’ (e.g. speed up, turn up the volume) and 

sometimes means ‘collect’ (e.g. pick up, pack up).

● Up and in sometimes mean ‘arrive’ or ‘appear’ (e.g.

turn up, show up, check in, drop in).

● Off is sometimes connected to the idea of ff
‘departing’ or ‘leaving’ (e.g. set off, take off, drop offffff ).ffff

● Down is sometimes connected to the idea of 

‘failing’ and ‘stopping’ (e.g. close down, break down).

● Out is sometimes connected to the idea of t
something ‘removed from where it was’ or ‘with

nothing left’ (e.g. take out, t go out).t

REMEMBER 4 Write one word in each gap to complete
the text.

Open cloze
● If there’s a verb immediately before the gap, ask 

yourself if you need to write a particle to make a

phrasal verb. 

● If there’s a particle (off,ffff up, etc.) immediately after

the gap, ask yourself if you need to write a verb to

make a phrasal verb.

OPTIMISE YOUR EXAM

The Transition

For years, people have dreamt of cars that can fly.
With a flying car, you set off from home in your 
car, speed (1) and then take
(2)  into the sky. 

Now, a company from the USA (3) 
created the Transition, a two-seater plane that 
can also drive down a road. 

With the Transition, you won’t need to spend 
hours checking (4)  at a busy airport.
Imagine leaving home and turning (5)
in a completely different city a couple of 
hours later.

The Transition will be able to fly a distance of 
about 800 kilometres. If you’re interested
(6)  finding out more about the 
Transition, have a look at their website.
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Language in use: Comprehensive 

coverage of all exam task types.Every Use of English lesson is based on a 

specific task type that students will be tested 

on in Use of English exams.

Exercises increase 

in complexity 

throughout the 

lesson, preparing 

students for the final 

Use of English exam 

task.

Use of English exam 

skills are language-

focused for exam 

preparation, but 

also for students’ 

general language 

development.

Any extra material  

in the Vocabulary 
reference which is 

relevant to the  

Use of English lesson 

is signposted at the 

bottom of the page.

All the common  

Use of English exam 

tasks are covered: 

multiple-choice 

cloze, open cloze, 

word formation  

and sentence 

transformations.
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1 In pairs or groups, answer these questions.

1 Look at the photo. Why would people visit this 
place? What can you do there?

2 What’s the strangest or most interesting tourist
attraction you’ve ever visited?

2 Read this review. In pairs or as a group,
answer the questions.

3 In pairs or as a group, discuss whether
these people would enjoy visiting Athens
Clue. Give reasons for your opinions.

SKILL

Choosing positive and negative points

❍ In a review, you should describe the things you 

liked (positive points) and the things you didn’t like 

(negative points).  

❍ Before you start writing, make a list of the most

important positive and negative points. It’s fine to

have more positive points than negative points, or

more negatives than positives, or a balance. It’s up 

to you!

EXAM

A review
● Reviews should be interesting to read, so use an

appropriate style. Usually, this is the same style as

an article in a magazine. It shouldn’t be as serious 

as an essay, but it shouldn’t be as informal as a 

letter to a friend.

● It’s fine to use short forms (you’re, isn’t,( etc.), and

to address the reader directly (Are you on holiday ((

in Athens?).

OPTIMISE YOUR EXAM

1 I’m on my own in Athens today.

3 My cousins are four and eight years old.

2 I’ve got four teenage kids who 
are very competitive.

4 There are five of us. We don’t want 
to spend more than about €40 today.

5 My friends from Russia are visiting. 
They don’t all speak English very well.

1 What s the tourist attraction called? Where is it?

2 What can you choose from?

3 What do visitors do there?

4 How much does it cost?

5 Is the review generally positive or negative?

6 What positive points are mentioned?

7 What negative points are mentioned?

1 What’s the tourist attraction called? Where is it?

Do something different

                  at Athens Clue! 
Are you on hyou e you 

 solvou keen onn Athens? Are yyoholiday in Aholiday in A ving vins? Ans? A

puzzles? If so, ll
for you!perience fo fors Clue is the expepero, Athens Cso, Athens C !i th

There are diffeff nd and solve re you find and ascenarios’, where yre yfferent ‘sceifferent ‘sce

clues to esca . It’s arious room.nside a mystee a mysterape from inape from ines to es to 
a a a mye a my

race against t’s great fun!t time and it time and itrace againstrace against t’s great fun!t’s great fun! time and itt time and it

€1The entry coThTh
nsive – which is expensivs expensiver player, whiwhiy cost is €15 per py cost is €15 per p

ut it’s wbuut
clues ugh. Some of the the asy, thouughorth it. It’s not eaworth it. It’s not ea

we had werewewe
g well, and peak English wellglish wellneed to speapeakwere hard. You newere hard. You nee

yyou should gyou g peon a gg .two peopletwo people.up of at least up of at least tgo in a grougo in a grou

Athens Cluehens Chens C
s, but  and adultssfor teenagerss  is perfect fe is perfect f tt eenateena

younger childr f you like ifficult! If yIf yoght find it too diffidiffildren mightldren might

challenges, I’d d mmend it.I’d recommI’d recomme

WRITING | A review

The Big Lobster, Limestone Coast, Australia
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The Exam skill 
box develops 

key language 

functions that 

students will 

need to apply in 

writing tasks.

Writing lessons 

focus on the 

different types 

of writing that 

students may 

be expected to 

produce in an exam 

situation.

Every writing 

 lesson includes 

a model which 

students can use 

to inform and 

guide their own 

writing when they 

complete the exam 

task later in the 

lesson. In writing lessons, the Optimise your 
Exam box provides guidance and 

advice to help students prepare for the 

lesson exam task.

Writing: Double-page spreads develop effective writing skills, taking students 

through a guided process from note-taking to analysis and review.
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35▶ Writing reference, page 171 ▶ Workbook Unit 3: Writing, page 26, exercises 1, 2, 3, 4 and Progress check 3, page 27

4 Look at this writing task and answer the questions.

You have seen this notice on a website for teenagers.

5 Plan Make a paragraph plan.

Part Purpose Useful phrases My notes

Title make the readers want to
read your review by giving it 
an interesting title

Paragraph 1 give basic information about 
the attraction (what/where 
it is)

Are you on holiday in …?
… you might want to …

Paragraph 2 give more detailed 
information about the 
attraction, include relevant
positive and negative features

There, you can …
Visitors can also …
One problem, however, is that …
One excellent feature is …Paragraph 3

Paragraph 4 say who, if anyone, you’d 
recommend it to

It’s (not) perfect/ideal for …
I’d (definitely) recommend it to …

6 Write Write your review in an appropriate style. Write about 100 words.

7 Check Before you hand in your review, complete this checklist.

Write your review.

REVIEWS WANTED
We’re looking for reviews of tourist attractions all round the world.
Could you write us a review of a tourist attraction where you live? 

Include information about what and where it is, what you can do there, 
and how much it costs. Explain why you would or wouldn’t recommend it.

I’ve given my review an interesting title.

I’ve tried to interest the readers and used the 
right style.

I’ve included all the information from Exercise 4.

I’ve followed my paragraph plan.

I’ve checked my spelling, grammar and punctuation.

Checklist

What is it?

Where is it?

What can you do there?

How much does it cost?

Positive points:

Negative points:
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Students analyse 

the task and make 

notes to prepare 

for the writing in 

each unit.

After writing, 

students are 

encouraged 

to check their 

work carefully.

In the Writing reference, there are model 

writing texts for each task type. The 

Workbook offers further writing practice.

There is a Checklist at the end of every writing 

lesson so that students take responsibility for 

reviewing and assessing their work.
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PROGRESS CHECK UNITS 3–4
GRAMMAR AND VOCABULARY

1 If a word or phrase in bold is correct, put a tick. If it’s incorrect, rewrite it
correctly in each gap.

1 Will I help you mend your bike?

2 When I grow up, I will be an astronaut!

3 I will have a party on Friday. Would you like to come?

4 Hurry up! We will miss the train! 

5 I know! I’m getting Dad a tie for his birthday!         

2 Put the verbs into the correct tense, present perfect simple or present 
perfect continuous.

1 Mum  sandwiches for the picnic all afternoon. They’re in the fridge. (make)

2 I  in a helicopter before. It’s exciting! (never / be)

3 Dan  the tickets yet. (not / buy)

4 the new Matt Damon film yet? (you / see)

5 I  for Susie since 1 o’clock. Where is she? (wait)

3 Match 1–6 to a–f to make collocations.

1 package a) tour

2 virtual b) console

3 guided c) trip 

4 games d) holiday

5 school e) off

6 have a day f) reality

4 If a word or phrase in bold is correct, put a tick. If it’s incorrect, rewrite it
correctly in each gap.

1 I spend a lot of time playing my guitar. 

2 Are you interested on coming to the cinema with us tomorrow?

3 Is that your new skateboard? Can I make a go? 

4 Are you looking forward to go to Spain? 

5 Let’s take a break for five minutes. 

6 What prevented her to take part in the competition?

7 I’m sure you’ll all enjoy you on the cruise!

5 Write one word in each gap.

1 I love staying late at the weekend and watching TV.

2 Could you drop me  outside the park, please?

3 Do you want to go this evening, or shall we stay in?

4 Our car broke  , so we had to wait by the side of the road for an hour.

5 I’m thinking of taking  a sport like judo or taekwondo.

6 We’ll have to set early if we’re going to be at the airport for 11 am.

7 Mum can’t pick me  from school today, so I’ll get the bus home.

14

The Progress 

Check covers 

grammar and 

vocabulary from 

the preceding 

two units.

The first task is 

always an exam-

type task.

Progresss Check:  Every two units, you and your students have the  

opportunity to assess what they can do, and what they need to work on.
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6 Choose the correct word or phrase.

1 Although / Despite she wasn’t feeling well, Karen still took part in the racece.t

2 We ordered a big pizza even though / in spite of we weren’t very hungry.unf

3 I passed the test in spite / despite of the fact that it was really hard.

4 Although / Despite looking everywhere, Paul didn’t find his watch.

7 Write a form of the word in capitals in each gap.

1 It’s      to drive at 200 km per hour! LEGALLE

2 It’s to lie to your parents. HONESTNES

3 This chair’s really . I think I’ll move! COMFORTABLEETAAB

4 Jim, your bedroom’s really      . Can you go and tidy it, please? y it TIDY

5 Don’t be so ! The bus will be here soon. PATIENT

6 My best friend’s allowed to go to the concert but I’m not. It’s so  ! FAIR

8 Write a word from the box in each gap.

few   |   little   |   many   |   much   |   piece

1 I haven’t got  cousins – just two, in fact.

2 How  money have you got on you?

3 A people have bought tickets for the show, but not many so far.

4 There wasn’t one of furniture in the room! It was totally empty!

5 We’ve got a  time until the train leaves – about ten minutes.

9 Choose the correct word.

1 You need to show your resort / passport when you enter a different country.

2 The word luggage / backpacking means suitcases and bags.

3 Someone who travels on trains, planes, etc. but is not the driver is a passenger / tourist.

4 The science show was amazing. It blew my brain / mind!

5 If a number or price is affordable / exact, it’s accurate.

Total score  

SKILLS

Tick the statements that are true for you. Review the skills in the unit if you need more help.

I can … Unit/page

understand tenses and the information they give about time and the sequence of events Unit 3 p26

listen for attitude and opinion in a conversation Unit 3 p30

make suggestions in a discussion Unit 3 p32

use particles to make phrasal verbs in open cloze activities Unit 3 p33

choose the positive and negative points in a review Unit 3 p34

scan an online guide to find specific information Unit 4 p36

identify the main idea of what a speaker is saying Unit 4 p40

express my opinion in a general conversation Unit 4 p42

recognise connectors of contrast and use them in key word transformations Unit 4 p43

give my opinion in an article Unit 4 p44

EXAM
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The Progress 

Check ends with 

an exam-type 

task.

There is a total 

of fifty marks for 

every Progress 

Check.

Every Progress 

Check ends with 

an Exam skills 

can-do checklist. 

This gives students 

the opportunity to 

assess what they 

can now do, having 

completed two 

more units of their 

Student’s Book, 

and also provides 

references of where 

to look if there are 

any areas students 

feel they need to 

review.



YOUR EXAMS  |  ReadingOPTIMISE

The reading exam has six parts. You get one mark for each correct answer.
You have 45 minutes to complete all the parts.

In Part 1, there are five short texts. These are usually signs, short messages or notes. There are
five questions. You need to choose one option (A, B or C).

In Part 2, there are eight short texts and five descriptions of people. You need to match these 
descriptions to five of the texts. There are three texts you do not need to use.

In Part 3, there is one long text in which the writer expresses an opinion. There are five
questions. You need to choose one option (A, B, C or D).

In Part 4, there is one long text with five sentences removed. You need to choose the correct 
option from eight sentences to complete each gap. There are three sentences you don’t need 
to use.

In Part 5, there is one text with six gaps. You need to choose the correct word (A, B, C or D)
to complete each gap.

In Part 6, there is one text with six gaps. You need to decide what the correct word is to
complete each gap, but you are not given any options.

OPTIMISE

In Part 1, read each short text carefully and decide what kind of text it is.

Look for important words, for example noticeboard,d party.

Read the questions and options. Be careful – don’t just look for similar words. You need to

understand the meaning of the whole sentence.

OPTIMISE

136

1 Look back at the Reading and Language in Use pages in Units 1–12. Find one
activity that practises each part of the exam (1–6).

2 Read the two texts carefully. Then answer the questions about each text.

7:30 pm Thursday
Refreshments provided but numbers are 
limited because of space, so please let us 
know if you can make it. 
Natasha & Adriana

House- Partywarming

1 What kind of text is it?

2 Who is it from and to?

3 What is the main function?

3 Read the two Part 1 questions. Look at the underlined words and find similar
words and phrases in the texts.

1

A Natasha and Adriana are looking for a place to put up a notice.

B Natasha and Adriana are looking for a place to livep .

C Natasha and Adriana are looking for a new hobby.

2

A According to the invitation, guests must bring food and drink.

B The invitation asks guests to arrive at 7:30 pm.

C The invitation says that there won’t be room for a lot of people.

4 Now read the texts again carefully and choose the correct answers (A, B or C). 
Why aren’t the other answers correct?

Natasha
I was walking past the noticeboard 

when I saw the perfect accommodation

advert!
When are you free to see the rooms?

Adriana

16

New extended 
reading tasks 
for the new exam 

format.

Useful tips for 

exam  success on 

every page.

Optimise your Exams:  Exam strategies for each of the key skills are 

included with advice on how to perform well under exam conditions.



OPTIMISE

In Part 2, read the descriptions of the people first and think about the main 

ideas. Then read the eight short texts and look for ideas in the texts that match the ideas in

the descriptions.

Be careful! You may find the same word in a text and a description, but it doesn’t always mean

that they contain the same idea. Always read the whole sentence.

OPTIMISE

137

5 Read about three students who want to go to a summer camp. Then answer
the questions below with the names of the students.

Which teenager

1 knows how to write songs?

2 wants to make people laugh?

3 likes technology? 

4 wants to feel less shy on stage?       

5 wants to have a lot of fans?

6 wants to start a business?

6 Now read the texts about the summer camps on page 115. Decide which summer camp (A–H) 
would be the most suitable for each student (1–3). 

1 2 3

7 Find words or phrases in the texts that have similar meanings to phrases in the descriptions.

Maya ‘Maya […] likes working in groups’   ‘You’ll get experience in […] working in teams’ 

3 Rebecca has played in a band and made her own recordings.
She knows exactly what she wants: her dream is to perform on 
stage, entertaining people and telling jokes. She gets nervous 
before she performs and wants to feel more relaxed.

1 Maya is interested in robots and software, and likes working 
in groups. In the future, she’d like to set up a company and 
be her own boss. When she leaves the camp, she hopes to
have some ideas for her company.

2 Carlos is already good at performing in front of a live audience
and wrote his band’s first album. He wants to learn how 
to become popular with bigger audiences and manage a
competitive business.

8 Quickly read two paragraphs from a Part 3 text. What type of text is it and what is it about?

In Part 3, the text expresses opinions or attitudes – either those of the author

or of another person.

The first four questions usually ask you about specific information. The last question will ask you

about the whole text.

OPTIMISE

That show focused on Remmi’s main interest, 
which is getting teenagers to take healthy eating
seriously. She believes that when young people
make their own food, they care more about what
they eat. Remmi works with a company in the 
USA which shows her videos in school cafeterias.
About 3.5 million students watch her every day!

Remmi, who lives in the USA, is just 16. She
has already starred in two cookery shows and
has published a book of healthy recipes.
From the age of four, Remmi helped in the
kitchen by preparing vegetables. By the age
of seven, Remmi was a real foodie who could
cook complete meals for her family.
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 Sections dedicated to each of the exam papers.

 Exercises to improve students’ understanding of common  

     exam tasks.

 Clear, targeted advice on how to approach specific exam tasks.

 Exercises to encourage analysis of sample answers.

  Details of common FAQs regarding specific exam papers.

 A Speaking test video in which real candidates complete  

     an authentic Speaking test, to watch and analyse.

 Sample writing plans to compare and critique.

 Information about how the test is marked.

 Advice on how much time to spend on  

     different parts of the exams.

 All exam tips, models and practice  
    exercises updated for the new exam.

Optimise your Exam features:


