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READING |
1

Crime doesn't pay

Questions with short answers | A news article

In pairs or as a group, answer the questions.

3

1 Is crime a problem in your area/country? If so,
what kinds of crime exist?

1 perceived
a) seen		

b) considered

c) expressed

2 exert control
a) limit		

b) regulate

c) approve

Paragraph 1:
an intriguing experiment / an impossible idea

3 put off
a) discourage

b) happen

c) deter

Paragraph 2:
the reasons for bad behaviour / public versus
private behaviour

4 drop
a) decrease

b) reduce

c) increase

5 rates
a) solutions

b) levels

c) amounts

2 What are the main ways of preventing crime?

2

Read the article quickly. Choose the best
summary for each paragraph.

Paragraph 3:
an improvement to a system / taking an
expensive risk
Paragraph 4:
forms of social pressure / copying the insects
Paragraph 5:
more police in stores / not an isolated example

OPTIMISE YOUR

E XAM

Questions with short answers
●

Paragraph 6:
moving the problem elsewhere / comparing this to
other solutions
●

36

Find and underline these words and phrases
in the questions in Exercise 4. Choose two
synonyms for each word or phrase.

Look for words and phrases in the text with a similar
meaning to key words and phrases from the question.
This will help you find the approximate location of the
answer to the question.
Then read that section in the text very carefully,
thinking about the question. Write a short phrase that
answers the question.

READING

Has someone got
their eye on you?
Can a simple poster help to prevent crime?

D

oes your behaviour change when
you think other people are watching
you? That’s the question scientists
expected to answer in a recent
experiment that took place at Newcastle
University in the north-east of England. The
experiment involved scientists putting posters
of eyes over bicycle racks to deter thieves
from stealing the bikes. Some people were
sceptical that such simple measures would
make people change their behaviour. So why
did the researchers think that a poster might
prevent another crime wave where other crime
prevention measures had failed?
People generally prefer to be seen as honest
and trustworthy, even when they don’t always
behave that way. When other people are
watching us, we tend to act in a certain way,
otherwise people might judge us negatively.
However, when we think we are unobserved,
some of us may risk doing something that we
wouldn’t necessarily want other people to see
us doing.

4

Michelle Moran investigates.

A good example of this is an
honesty box. This is when
a place such as a canteen
provides drinks and snacks,
together with a list of prices,
but no-one is there to collect
the money. They expect you to
be honest and pay for whatever
you take by putting money
into a box. But what do you
think happens when you put a
picture of staring eyes above
the box? Dr Melissa Bateson, a
behavioural biologist, did just
that in an experiment and found
that people tended to put almost three times
as much money in the box when there was a
picture of eyes above it!
The basis of our reaction seems to be the fact
that humans are social beings. Throughout
history, people in communities have been
regulated through the approval and disapproval
of fellow members. When we are seen to go
against the rules of society, we feel a sense of
shame. This instinct is so powerful that
it works on us even in the case of the
honesty box and the eyes, when we
know consciously that the eyes are
merely a picture. Another possibility
is that staring eyes remind us of the
eyes of dangerous animals, and that
this prevents us from breaking the rules.
It’s a strategy that a number of birds and
insects use in the wild. The ‘eyes’ on some
butterflies’ wings, for instance, may mimic
the eyes of a predator and so deter birds from
eating the butterflies.

1.19 For each question, write a short
answer using a maximum of four words.

1 How do people usually want to be perceived
by others?
2 How do groups of people often exert control over
members of the group?
3 What illusion may put birds off from eating
some insects?
4 What may drop by three quarters because of a
fake human figure?
5 What happened to rates of theft in other areas
of the university?

5

In the experiment with bicycle theft, the
results seemed to confirm Dr Bateson’s
research. Those bicycle racks which had
eye posters over them saw a 62% drop
in incidents. This was without also having
to take precautions such as the use of
CCTV cameras or other measures to
tackle crime. A similar principle is
at work when supermarkets place a
cardboard cut-out of a police officer
in certain parts of the store or at
the entrance to deter criminals.
In those cases, there’s a 75%
reduction in shoplifting offences.
As a consequence of the success of
such approaches, it’s possible that
in the future we’ll see pictures of eyes
on, for example, speed camera warnings,
which would encourage drivers to react
more quickly.
However, before we start thinking that
posters and cardboard cut-outs are going
to prevent all crime, it’s important to note
something else that happened in the
Newcastle University experiment.
Other bicycle racks, without posters
of eyes, were used for comparison.
There, the crime rate increased
by 63%, implying that the crime
hadn’t been prevented but had been
relocated to other parts of the
campus. Still, as part of a range of
crime prevention measures, it is remarkable that
something as simple as a poster can achieve
such significant results. Perhaps next time you’ll
know what’s going on when you see a poster of
eyes staring down at you from a wall.

Complete this summary with highlighted
words or phrases from the article. You may
need to change the form. Explain what each
word or phrase means.
At Newcastle University, an experiment was
carried out to see if a poster with eyes on it would
(1)        thieves from taking bicycles.
It seemed to work, perhaps based on the way
members of a (2)        control the behaviour
of others. We have a strong (3)        to
follow rules when we think we are being watched.
Similarly, it’s also possible that animals in the wild
may feel that a (4)        is watching them.
Results like this (5)        the results of
other experiments, even though the scientists
didn’t (6)               that might
help, like using (7)        . It’s not clear
whether these posters affect the overall
(8)               .

▶ Workbook Unit 4:

Reading, pages 28–29, exercises 1, 2, 3
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GRAMMAR 1 | Tenses (4): the future

Grammar in context

2

Look at these extracts from the article on page 37
and answer the questions.

We’ll find the thief. Then we’ll call you.

However, before we start thinking that posters and
cardboard cut-outs are going to prevent all crime …

Example: when We’ll
2 the moment that

2 Would it be correct to say are preventing instead of
are going to prevent?

3 as soon as
4 until

Perhaps next time you’ll know what’s going on when you
see a poster of eyes staring down at you from a wall.

REMEMBER

3 Would it be correct to say will see instead of see?
●

We use future continuous (will/won’t + be + -ing) to
talk about actions in progress at a point in the future
– What will you be doing this time next week?

●

We use future perfect simple (will/won’t + have + past
participle) to talk about actions completed some time
between now and a point in the future. – I’ll have
finished my project on famous unsolved crimes by the
end of tomorrow.

●

We use future perfect continuous (will/won’t + have been
+ -ing) to talk about actions happening up to a point in
the future – At the end of next month, Dad will have been
working as a prison officer for exactly ten years.

REMEMBER
We use will for predictions based on knowledge/
experience, decisions made at the moment of
speaking, and to make offers, requests, promises
and refusals (won’t) – ‘Will you hide this for me?’
‘No, I won’t!’

●

We use shall to make offers and suggestions and ask
for advice in the question form – Shall I call
the police?

●

We use be going to for predictions based on
evidence we can see – Look! I think they’re going
to arrest him!, and intentions – I’m going to be a
detective when I’m older.

●

We use present continuous for arrangements – The
police are coming round at 2 o’clock to interview the
victim.

●

We use present simple for timetabled and
scheduled events – The workshop on crime
prevention starts at 7 pm tomorrow evening.

●

After time words and phrases such as as soon as,
before, once, the moment that, unless, until, when,
we use present simple or present perfect.

▶ See Grammar reference, Unit 4,

page 151

call you when we find the thief.

1 once

1 Would it be correct to say will instead of are going to?

●

Rewrite the pair of sentences as one
sentence, using the word or phrase given.

▶ See Grammar reference, Unit 4,

3

page 151

Put the verbs into the correct tense. There
may be more than one correct answer for
some gaps.

TV

MARATHON!
1

If a tense in bold is correct, put a tick.
If it’s incorrect, write the correct tense
and explain why.

1 That documentary about the police starts at
8:30 pm, not 8 pm.
2 When I’m older, I’m studying forensic
science.
3 Look! It looks like he will steal that woman’s
handbag any moment.
4 Let’s do a project on crime prevention, shall we?
5 No, I don’t drive faster. That’s illegal round
here.
6 Will I check that all the doors are locked
properly?
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▶ Workbook Unit 4:

Grammar 1, page 30, exercises 1, 2, 3

My older brother, Jamie, is a huge fan of all the CSI
TV series. It doesn’t matter how old the episodes are,
or how many times he’s seen them. In fact, he reckons
that by the end of this year, he (1)        
(see) every episode at least twice.
This weekend, his best friend Luke (2)        
(come) over for a ‘CSI marathon session’. In other
words, they (3)         (watch) episodes
of CSI all weekend. By this time on Saturday, they
(4)         (already / finish) at least one
box set! I think they (5)         (survive)
on pizzas and takeaway meals and I’m sure they
(6)         (do) any homework all weekend.
My dad knows all about Jamie’s CSI obsession so he
(7)         (not / be) too annoyed – as long
as it doesn’t happen every weekend! Basically, by the
end of the weekend, Jamie and Luke (8)        
(watch) CSI non-stop for about 36 hours!

VOCABULARY |

Topic vocabulary | Phrasal verbs | Collocations

Words connected with law and order
1

1.20 Write a word from the box in each
gap to complete the text. Listen and check.
accused | evidence | fine | guilty
imprisonment | judge | jury
justice | trial | verdict | victim

The (1)       system in the UK plays an
important role in society. When the (2)      
of a crime reports it to the police, they must
then decide if there is enough (3)      
to charge someone with that crime. If there
is, then it may lead to a (4)       .
In serious cases, a (5)       (which
consists of 12 ordinary citizens) decides
whether the (6)       is (7)      
or not. Depending on this (8)       ,
a (9)       then either releases the
defendant or sentences them. This could mean
(10)       for a certain length of time,
or a (11)       , or both.

4

Collocations with crime
3

1.22 Write a word from the box in each gap
to complete each phrase. Listen and check.
hate | lab | organised | petty | prevention
rate | scene | wave | youth

1 crime        : a place
where forensic scientists
analyse evidence
2        crime: crime
controlled by a powerful
secret organisation
3 crime        : a
sudden increase in the
amount of crime in an area
4        crime: an attack
against a person because of
their race, religion, etc.
5 crime        : the place where a crime has
been committed
6        crime: crime committed by young
people
7        crime: a crime that is not very serious
8 crime        : the amount of crime in an
area
9 crime        : measures to deter criminal
activity

4

Write a phrase from Exercise 3 in each gap
to complete each sentence.

1 Send the evidence to the          and let
me know the results immediately!
2 I believe that when there are no jobs for young
people,          goes up.

Phrasal verbs
2

1.21 If a word in bold is correct, put a tick.
If it’s incorrect, write the correct word. Listen
and check.

1 When her photo appeared on the internet, the
thief decided to go to the police station and turn
herself in.       
2 Armed robbers held the bank off and stole
thousands of pounds in cash.       
3 Police are appealing for members of the public
who have any information about the crime to come
forward.       
4 The guilty man was lucky to be let up with just a
fine.       

3 The          is dropping, but people are
still afraid because of reports in the media.
4 He had a history of          , such as
vandalism and shoplifting.
5 CCTV cameras and bicycle locks are good
         measures.
6 The recent          has seen a 30%
increase in violent crime in just one year!
7 The police prevented people from entering the
         while they collected evidence.
8 Groups such as the Mafia are well known for their
involvement in          .
9 When the young disabled man was attacked, the
police said it was a          .

5 After escaping from prison, she made for the coast
where she could hide.       
6 ‘You’ll never get on with this!’ I shouted after the
thief.       
7 Police are looking for two men who beat up a
young man and stole his phone.       
8 The burglars obviously broke up through the
window and then stole the car keys.       
▶ Vocabulary reference,

THINK

| RESEARCH | CULTURE | LEARN | ME

How much of a problem is youth crime in your area?
What do you think can be done about youth crime?

pages 163–164  ▶ Workbook Unit 4: Vocabulary, pages 30–31, exercises 1, 2, 3
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4

LISTENING | True/false
3

Read the statements in Exercise 4 and find
synonyms for these words and phrases.

1 clever
2 crazy ideas
3 desire
4 detective fiction
5 everyday life
6 get satisfaction from
7 guilty of
8 opportunity

1

OPTIMISE YOUR
In pairs or as a group, ask and answer the
questions.

1 What things can you see in the photos?
2 Do you enjoy watching crime and mystery
programmes on TV and movies? Why do you think
they are popular?

2

For each sentence, choose a second sentence
that expresses the same idea.

1 The idea has its origins in the classic detective
fiction of the 1920s and 30s.

True/false
●

●

4

a) This first happened in the 1920s and 30s.
b) The inspiration for this comes from crime
stories.
2 Finally, they are asked who they think is guilty of
the crime.
a) They have to say who is responsible for
something.
b) They have to say who is a victim of something.
3 We love to look for clues, test out our theories and
try to be cleverer than the criminal.
a) We enjoy showing that we are more intelligent
than someone else.
b) We love learning about how clever criminals
can be.
4 Apart from that, we have a very deep desire to see
justice done.
a) We secretly want to break the rules.

E XAM

Before you listen, read each statement carefully and
underline the key words. Think about other ways to
say the same ideas.
When you listen, try to identify words and phrases
that are similar to those in the statements.

1.23 Listen to an interview with someone
who organises weekend events. Decide
whether each statement is T (True) or
F (False).

1 The events Serena puts on were first
organised by writers of crime stories.
2 Once the crime has been committed, guests
must stay in the hotel.
3 During the event, the guests try to figure
out who is responsible for a crime.
4 The events offer a chance for families
to develop their relationships.
5 Serena says we enjoy proving how
intelligent we are.
6 An interest in crime stories is based on
our secret wish to break the law.
7 People who can come up with unusual
theories do well at this kind of event.
8 Serena believes that events like hers
provide an escape from the real world.

T/F
T/F
T/F
T/F
T/F
T/F
T/F
T/F

b) We want very much to see that criminals get
caught.
5 Often, it’s the crazy ideas that help you find the
solution!

5

1.23 Listen again and check your answers.

a) Unusual solutions can often be the right ones.
b) The correct solution is usually quite ordinary.
6 Events such as these give you the chance to get away
to a time and place that seems simpler than today.
a) These events can help you forget about the
problems of today.
b) You usually have to travel to get to these events.
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▶ Workbook Unit 4:

Listening, page 32, exercises 1, 2, 3

THINK

| RESEARCH | CULTURE | LEARN | ME

Think about hosting your own mystery party. Who
would the characters be? What would the theme be?
What would the mystery be?

GRAMMAR 2 |

4

Conditionals (1): zero and first conditionals

Grammar in context
Look at this sentence from the
audio in the listening lesson and
answer the questions.

REMEMBER
●

We use the zero conditional for general truths and scientific
facts – If you go to prison, you lose your freedom.

If you work out the solution, you get a
lot of satisfaction from it.

●

We use the first conditional for real, likely or possible situations, now,
generally or in the future – I’ll be so happy if the police find my bike.

1 Is this an example of a zero
conditional or a first conditional?

●

We can also use other words and phrases in place of if:

2 Is this talking about one specific
occasion or a general truth?
3 How would the meaning change if
it said this:
If you work out the solution, you’ll
get a lot of satisfaction from it.

❍

Unless means ‘if not’ or ‘except if’ – I won’t call the police unless I hear
another noise. = I won’t call the police if I don’t hear another noise.

❍

As/so long as and provided (that) mean ‘if a certain condition is true or
happens’ – As long as / Provided (that) you promise not to do it again,
I’ll let you off with a warning.

❍

Be careful with in case. It doesn’t mean if. It means ‘because the following
might happen’ – Put your bag away in case someone tries to steal it.

▶ See Grammar reference, Unit 4,

1

Choose the correct word or phrase to
complete the text.

2

page 152

Rewrite each sentence using the words given.

1 Do what I say and you won’t
get hurt!

PROVIDED

2 I’ll let them go if you give me a
helicopter and a million dollars.
3 We can’t arrest him if we’re not sure
he did it.

LONG

UNLESS

4 I’ll come with you because there
might be trouble.

FACT AND FICTION
You’re not alone if you (1) enjoy / will enjoy
watching programmes about crime on TV – many
people do. There are two main types of programme:
factual and drama. Factual programmes focus on real
crimes, so it’s not a good idea to watch them late at
night (2) unless / if you get scared easily. They
sometimes put a phone number or a website on the
screen (3) in case / as long as people have
information about the crime.
There are also a huge number of movies and series
about crime-fighting and criminal investigation. If
you’ve never watched one, (4) you’ll watch / watch
one today! Crime dramas are my favourite type of TV
programme. If the new Sherlock series comes out this
year, (5) I watch / I’ll watch it immediately!
Sometimes these programmes contain a lot of
violence. In my view, it’s OK to enjoy this as long as
(6) you’ll / you remember it’s fiction, not real life.

CASE

5 I’m not letting the President in unless
we’re certain it’s safe.

IF

6 If you understand the danger involved,
go ahead.

SO

3

Write a short dialogue between a police
officer and a criminal for a TV crime show.
Try to include the words and phrases from
Exercise 2.
Start your dialogue like this:

Police officer (through megaphone):
If you don’t come out with your hands up,
you might get hurt!
S AY IT

RIGHT

Resource centre: Unit 4
Intonation in conditionals

▶ Workbook Unit 4:

Grammar 2, page 31, exercises 1, 2
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4

SPEAKING |

Talk 2

Discussion

Me

To my mind ...

Flipped classroom

1

Watch the Talk2Me video and answer
the questions.

1 What different crimes and punishments are
mentioned?

5

2 How do the people suggest crime can be tackled?

2

Watch the video again. Write the name of
the person who says the expressions in the
Phrase expert box.

PHRASE EXPERT
As I see it … | Do you agree? | Do you think
…? | I don't think it matters if … |
I'd say that … | In my opinion, … | I think /
don't think … | It's hard to say, but … |
Personally, I … | To my mind, … | What do
you think about …? | What's your opinion?

3

Look at photographs A and B. In pairs,
discuss what the crimes are and appropriate
punishments for them.

A

Complete the dialogues with the words and
phrases in the box.
agree | as I | hard to | matters | my mind
opinion | personally | think

1 A: What do you        about his idea?
B:        , I don’t think it will work.
2 A: What’s your        on this case?
B: To        , there’s no doubt that she is
guilty.
3 A: Do you think that the judge believes the
defendant?
B: I don’t think it        if he does, because
the jury will decide the result.
4 A: Do you        with the verdict?
B:        see it, they committed a crime so
they need to be punished.
5 A: Do you believe that he’s innocent?
B: It’s        say, but there is a lot of
evidence against him.

B

OPTIMISE YOUR

E XAM

Discussion
●

●

6
4

42

Note down your main opinion and any
reasons or examples to justify your ideas
about the crimes in Exercise 3.

▶ Workbook Unit 4:

Speaking, pages 32–33, exercises 1, 2, 3

In a discussion, the examiner may ask you a question
individually. Answer the question, giving your opinion
and then try to bring your partner into the discussion.
Ask your partner what they think or if they agree with
you. Then continue the discussion with more ideas
about the question.
In groups of three, discuss the following
questions. Take turns to be the examiner
and candidates. Ask your partner for their
opinion and try to keep the discussion going.

• Why do you think some people commit crimes?
• What punishment would you give to students at
school who did the following:
— writing graffiti on classroom walls or in the
playground
— vandalism: breaking objects or furniture in the
classroom
— throwing litter and paper around the school
• How useful do you think community service is
for people who commit petty crimes? What kinds
of things should they do?
• What are effective crime prevention measures?
• What qualities might you need to be a good
police officer?
• Is there crime in your local neighbourhood?

4

USE OF ENGLISH | Word formation | Sentence transformation
1

Look at the words in capitals in Exercise 2 and answer the questions.
Which of them …

1 could be a noun or a verb? What other words can you form from that word?
2 are verbs? What nouns can you form from those words?
3 can transform to words ending in -th? There are two of them.

OPTIMISE YOUR

E XAM

Word formation
●

2

If you are not sure of an answer, try the next question. Then look
at the whole text to see if the context and your other answers help
you with the more difficult questions.

Write a form of the word in capitals in each gap to complete the text.
Preventing crime
Crime (1)        is part of the job of all police officers who patrol the streets, but
there are some who try to increase the public’s (2)        of crime risks and the
causes of crime. This may include visiting people who have been the victims of (3)       
to advise them on how to make their homes safe, or speaking to the owners of businesses
that suffer from (4)        to explore ways in which the problem can be tackled.

PREVENT
UNDERSTAND
BURGLE

It also involves visiting schools to speak to students about subjects such as (5)       
crime. It is often forgotten that one of the most (6)        aspects of crime committed
by young people is that it is young people themselves who are usually the victims. Tackling
this (7)        problem by showing young people how to protect themselves is one of
the most (8)        aspects of this job.

3

Look at the sentences in
Exercise 4 and answer the
questions.

4

1 Which transformations test the
work you did on the grammar
pages of this unit?    ,    ,   
2 Which transformations test the
work you did on the vocabulary
page of this unit?    ,   

OPTIMISE YOUR

EXA M

Sentence transformation
●

If the word you are given is a
preposition or an adverb, e.g. up,
out or over, you may need to use a
phrasal verb in the second sentence.
Try putting different verbs in front
of the preposition or adverb to see
if they make sense.

YOUNG
SHOCK
GROW
SATISFY

Complete the second sentence so it has a similar meaning
to the first. Do not change the word given. Use two to five
words, including the word given.

1 Privileges are given to prisoners if they behave well. PROVIDED
Prisoners                  they behave well.
2 If the jury aren’t convinced of his guilt, he won’t go
to prison.
UNLESS
He won’t go to prison                 
that he’s guilty.
3 I can’t believe the only punishment he got was just a
small fine!
I can’t believe he                  just
a small fine!

OFF

4 If you promise not to be late again, I’ll let you off this time.
AS
I’ll let you off this time                  you
promise not to be late again.
5 The robbery was almost successful but the police finally
got the criminals.
AWAY
The criminals almost                  but
the police finally caught them.
6 The staff at the crime lab will finish the tests and then
send the results immediately.
The staff at the crime lab will send the results
                 the tests.

▶ Vocabulary reference,

VANDAL

SOON

page 164  ▶ Workbook Unit 4: Use of English, page 33, exercises 1, 2
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WRITING |

A letter / An email
1 Graffiti is not just writing your name on a wall. It’s
possible to create wonderful designs and pictures
with just a few cans of paint.
a) giving advice on how best to produce graffiti
b) explaining in more detail why some graffiti
artists are talented
2 … in certain parts of town or in parks …
a) an example of places where graffiti is damaging
b) an example of places where graffiti should be
allowed
3 … then some graffiti artists won’t have to damage
private property …
a) the reason why we need more places to practise
graffiti

1

b) an example of getting graffiti artists to change
their behaviour

In pairs or as a group, answer the questions.

1 What do you think about graffiti? Is it art or
vandalism, or can it be both?

4 … we can’t allow people to suffer because of vandals.
a) the reason why vandals should be punished

2 Are there places in your local area where people
are allowed to produce graffiti?

2

Read this letter and find extracts 1–4. Decide
what the function of each one is.

b) an example of why graffiti shouldn’t be allowed

3

Rewrite the sentences using the words and
phrases given.
We need places for graffiti. These might be certain
walls at school or in parks.

Dear Editor,
I was interested to read the article in your last issue called
‘Graffiti – vandalism or art?’. I agreed with many of the
points made by the writer, and definitely agree it can be
either vandalism or art depending on the situation.
In my opinion, people need to recognise that some graffiti
artists are extremely talented. Graffiti is not just writing
your name on a wall. It’s possible to create wonderful
designs and pictures with just a few cans of paint. It
seems to me that if there are more places where people
are allowed to do graffiti – in certain parts of town or in
parks, for example, then some graffiti artists won’t have to
damage private property to produce their art.
Of course, even if we take these steps, some people will
continue to vandalise the neighbourhood. As far as I’m
concerned, they should be punished, because we can’t allow
people to suffer because of vandals.
To sum up, society needs to respect graffiti and graffiti
artists, and graffiti artists need to respect their neighbours
and their environment. This way, everybody wins.
Yours faithfully,
Alex Parker

44

1 for example
2 for instance
3 such as
They should be punished. We can’t allow them to
make people suffer.
4 as
5 since
6 because
7 Because of this,

OPTIMISE YOUR

E XAM

A letter / An email
●

●

The style of a letter to an editor should be quite
formal. If you are writing about a specific topic, the
main part of the letter can be similar to an essay,
e.g. you need to give your opinion about the topic
and give reasons for it with examples.
Remember to start and finish your letter in an
appropriate way, and refer to the magazine article
you read in the first paragraph.

4
4

Look at this writing task. In pairs or groups, make notes and
discuss the questions in the task.

You have recently read an article in a magazine for young
people on the subject of ways to prevent crime at school.
One of the suggestions in the article was to ban students
from taking money or mobile phones to school.

t
1 What do you think abou
the suggestion?

to
2 What are the best ways
?
ool
sch
prevent crime at

Write a letter to the editor of the magazine giving your opinion on
the suggestion made. Include your own suggestions for preventing
crime at school.

5 Plan

Make a paragraph plan.

Part

Purpose

Useful phrases

First line

address the reader in an
appropriate style

Dear Editor,

Paragraph 1

introduction

I was interested
to read the article
in your last issue
entitled …

Paragraph 2

your opinion about banning
mobile phones and money
in schools, giving reasons
and examples

It seems to me,

Paragraph 3

other effective ways to
prevent crime at school,
giving reasons and
examples

My notes

In my view,
To my mind,
For example,
For instance,
such as
since
as
because
Because of this,

Paragraph 4

conclusion

To sum up,
To conclude,
In conclusion,

Closing phrase politely and respectfully say
goodbye

Yours faithfully,
Yours truly,
Yours sincerely,

Your name

show who wrote the letter
(first name + surname)

6 Write

Write your letter in an appropriate style. Write 140–190 words.

7 Check

Before you hand in your letter, complete this checklist.

I’ve written a formal letter.
I’ve started and ended my letter in an appropriate way.
I’ve written at least four paragraphs.
I’ve expressed my opinions, giving reasons and examples.

▶ Writing reference,

Checklist

I’ve discussed the idea of banning money
 
and mobile phones.
I’ve suggested other effective ways to
 
prevent crime at school.
I’ve
checked my spelling and grammar.
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